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Media Release
“We Will Scrap New Council Office Plans” 
-  Health Concern Promise. 
Wyre Forest District Council’s current plans to spend in excess of £10m on the proposed new offices and vehicle depot in the Crossley Park and Clensmore areas will be scrapped in the event of an Independent Health Concern victory in the council elections in May. 
Health Concern will also retain the Civic Centre in Stourport which is currently due to be sold off as part of the Tory run council’s plan to centralise all council functions onto one site.
Independent Health Concern Leader, Councillor Howard Martin said, “As a Party we are not against a single site in principle and we started the ball rolling in 2003 when we instigated the move of many services to Duke House. However the current proposals are technically flawed and far too expensive. We have been consistently opposed to them from day one. Any proposal to put offices on the flood plane at the back of Crossley Park is foolish and badly thought out in the extreme. Added to the shocking traffic congestion leaving the retail park at times of high use the site is clearly not suitable and an irresponsible waste of Council tax payer’s money on which residents will have no say – except through the ballot box.

“Also, re-locating the vehicle depot, or any Council services, to the bottom of Clensmore Street with the only exit for dozens of additional Council vehicle movements a day being through the congested Broad Street traffic lights into the Horsefair is just not an acceptable option for us. We want to regenerate the Horsefair area and make it more pleasant for residents and businesses, not blight it for many years to come by inappropriate development. Suggested traffic changes off the ring road to address this are years away and will add significantly to the already extortionate cost to council tax payers.”

“We give our commitment that if we are in a position to shelve these current proposals, including the disposal of Stourport Civic Centre, we will. We will then look again at the whole question of office centralisation seeking other options and alternative methods of funding, including the consideration of existing vacant property in the district., We will seek a considerably cheaper option to Council Tax payers than that currently being proposed. Any alternative proposals we may put forward will be subject to full public involvement – something not included in the current Tory proposals.” 
“As a local party, committed to the wellbeing of the community, we have other significant priorities on which we want to spend Council funds and believe that the good of the community comes well ahead of new council offices. The estimated capital cost is over £10m and, even taking account of proposed running cost saving through hoped for efficiencies, it will take nearly 20 years to achieve a full pay back before this proposal becomes truly cost effective. This does not represent value for money and the public is being badly misled. The facts do not justify this development. All available Council funds are being put into this project and it is stopping funding being available for more important community issues, which, we believe, should have a higher priority.”
Councillor Jim Parish, Health Concern Leader on Stourport Town Council said “We received massive support in Stourport last May to get our Health Concern councillors elected. The issue of our Civic Centre was the major factor on the doorstep and now we want to deliver to all those voters who supported us. It now seems there is a ground swell of opinion across the District against this whole council office issue and we want the chance to respond to that opinion. We can only do that from a position of power.”

-Ends-
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